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our study is that it actively engaged the people whose livelihoods 
are inextricably tied to the area of interest with the science behind 
conserving the resources that exist there. Accurately estimating 
abundance is an essential step toward developing and implement­
ing species conservation plans, mitigating human-wildlife conflict, 
and allowing sustainable harvest. The relationship between exten­
sive pastoral land-use and conservation of an endangered and a vul­
nerable species in the Great Gobi B SPA provided an opportunity to 
engage local pastoralists as partners in conservation and to develop 
a tool that has far-reaching implications for large mammal conser­
vation. Community participation in this single survey is not likely to 
measurably increase conservation action. but using the technique 
repeatedly over time to generate regular population estimates can 
provide a sustainable critical framework for integrating local people 
into management and conservation initiatives. 
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