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Despite evidence of migration in North American tree bats (genera Lasiurus and Laslon­
ycteris), details regarding seasonal movements in these widely distributed species are few. 
This study attempted to clarify pmterns of seasonai distribution by mapping museum oc­
currence records by month. Monthly changes in the distribution of records indicate seasonal 
movements of tree bats. Northward migration during spring by Lasirtrus cil1ereus appears 
to stem from wintering grounds in California and Mexico. During summer, male L. cillereus 

is mainly distributed in western North America, whereas females dominate samples from 
eastern regions. Lasiurus borealis winters in southeastern areas and expands its range imo 
more northern regions during warmer months. Seasonal dispen;al of Lasiurus blossevillii 
from California is apparently limited, and it is unclear if this group mixes with others to 
the south and east. Las':onycteris noctivagans also shows movement at the continental scale, 
although movements may differ between western and eastem groups. Museum records 
provi.de little evidence of major movement by any species between North and South Amer­
ica. Despile inherent biases, museum records are a viable means of investigating bat mi­
gration. 

Key words: Chiroplera. [,LlSiollycll'ris llocrivagal1s, Lasiurus h!osscvi/lii, Lasiw'lls borealis, Lasiut'Us 
cinereus, migration, occurrence record.,>, ~ea;-ona] diMrihution 

Bats are among the few terrestrial small 
mammal" capable of escaping seasonally 
harsh conditions by moving rapidly over 
long dist<ll1ccs (> 100 km) to more f::l\'or­
able areas, Dcspite this potential to occupy 
different regions over the course of i\ year, 
ntH undcrswnding of seasonal distribution 
and movcmcnt in many species of bats is 
incomplete. Range maps of mammal distri­
butions typically depict areas in which a 
species is known to OCL:ur and ll.".uaJly in­
clude records gathered throughout the year. 
Such maps do not aeL:Ollllt for seasonal var­
iation in distribution, which can be prob­
lematic for bals (Hoffmeister 1970). Further 
compounding the problem of seasonal var­
iation in range, male and female bat,', often 
differ in distribution at both local lCryan ct 
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al. 2000) and larger scales (Findlcy and 
Jone~ 1964), Differences in distribution be­
tween sexes are often noted. typically as 
skewed sex ratios in local stUdies, but rarely 
mapped or quanti l'ied across lhe entire 
range of a species. A necessary stcp toward 
understculdlng the ecology or conservation 
status of bat.s is developing a thorough lln­

derstanding of their seasonal movement 
patterns and how these movements diffet 
between thc sexes. Clarification of seasonal 
dislribution" may be partiL:ularly important 
for bats that are widely distributed, show 
skewed sex ratios at local scales. or make 
long-distance movements between seasons. 

Several species of the gencra Lasiurus 
and Las':ollycleris. commonly referred lo as 
tree hal" ['or their propensity to roost in the 
foliagc or trunks of trees \.Griffin 1970), are 
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presumed to be highly migratory (Barbour 
and Davis 1969). These species are hoary 
bats (Lasiurns cinereus), western and east­
ern red bats (Lasiurus blossevillii and Las­
iurus borer/lis, respectively-see Baker et 
al. 1988; Morales and Bickham 1995), and 
silver-haired bats (Las[onycreris I/ocliva­
gcms). Cir~umstantial evidence of migration 
j 11 1ree bats began accumulating over l50 
years ago (Howell 1908; Jones 1884; Lin­
sley 1842; Mearns 1898; Merriam 1887: 
!\liller J897; Rhodes 19(3). 

Evidence of migration in L. cinereus typ­
ically involves its appearance on rel1lOEe is­
lands and distant locations. These occur­
rences include scattered records from Ber­
muda (Junes 1884; Van Gelder and Wing<1te 
1961), Newfoundland (Maunder 1988), the 
Northwest TenilOries, Canada (Hitchcock 
1943). Iceland (I-Tayman 1959), and the 
Orkney Tshlnds ofC the coast of Scotland 
(Hill and Yalden 1990) In addicion [Q these 
records of apparently wayward migranb, 
other evidence of migrutiun includes diur­
nal tlocks (Hall 1946; Howell 19(8), colli­
sions wid) buildings (Saunders J930; TimID 
1989), and the regular appearance of hoary 
bals on the Far<1Jlon Islands (Tenaza J966; 
P Pyle, per". conUI1.), which are approxi­
mately 32 krn ofT the co<:\"t of California. 
The nl<IJority of these encounter" occur dur­
ing anLUllIn. Although repons or apparently 
migratory L. borealis are k:nOWl1 from 
spring, most encounters also ou:ur in au­
1Url111. Examples of encounters with L. bo· 
reali,\, that were apparently migrating in­
clude diurnal flocks (Mearns 1898), season­
aJ peaks in local abundance (Barday 1984), 
bats landing on ships at sea (Carter 1950; 
Mackiewicz and Backus J956; Nonon 
J930: Peter"un [970~ Thomas 1921), colli­
,~ions with buildings (Crawford and Baker 
1981: SaLlndcr.~ 1930; Tern:" J956; Timm 
J989), and occasional appearances on Ber­
ll1uda (Jones J884~ Van Gelder and Wingate 
1961). Observations ur migration in L. 
blossevifiii are few, but evidence indicates 
that seasonaJ movements may occur in Cal­
ifornia (Constantine J959; Grinnell J918) 

and that L. !Jfossevillii move.s south out of 
New Mexico during wimer (Findley et a1. 
1975). Evidence of migracion in L. noeti­

v{/gan.~ includes records of bats landing on 
ships at sea (Mackiewicz and Backus 1956: 
Thomas 1921), seasonal peaks in local 
abundance (Barclay et a1. 1988; Bogan and 
Cryan 20(0), collisions with buildings 
(Saunders 1930), and their occasional ap­
pearance on Bermuda (Van Gelder and 
Wingate 1961). 

Despite snch evidence or mi gration in 
tree bats, few studies have det.:t.iled their 
seasonal movements in North America. 
Much of what we know about movement in 
tree bats comes from ob!>ervations of dif­
ferent re!>earchers working in relatively Jim­
ired areas and during different season!>. Not­
withsLanding the scupe or these individual 
observations. when compiled, they can re­
veal general trend~ in seasonal disrribmion. 
The most comprehensive study tu date on 
movement in cree bat,'; used museum re­
cords 10 map the seasonal discribution uf 
huary bacs a1 the continemal scale (Findley 
and Jones 1964). This method proved suc­
cessful in uncovering pTe;Yiously undocu­
mented pattems of di"tribution and poten­
cial mOvement of L. cinel'eus, but there have 
been few subst:qucm dIorts of its kind. In 
hopes ur expanding on the work of Findley 
and Jonc!> (1964) and cl,u'ifying the season­
al distributions of otber species, T used a 
similar method and mapped the monthly 
distribution of museum OCCUlTence records 
of L. borealis, L. bfossel'ilfii, L. eil/erellS, 
and L. Iloetil'agans in Nonh America. 

MATERIALS AND Mr::nmDS 

I requeSTed data pertaining [0 species, ~ex, 

age, reproductive status. capture date, and cap­
ture locality from ;,pecimens of l.. l1ocllvagall.\ 

and Lasillrus species housed in mammal collcc­
liuns lhroughout Ihe America". Specimen re­
cords were IncOIlJor;Hcd into a computer dala­
hase. Geographic coordinales v"ere a,,>,iglled IO 
each rcconl baseJ on place names lhal were re­
~~orJed as the colleclion locality; la1ituJe and 
longi tude coordinates were assigned to each re­
cord using tbe United States Geological Sur­
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vey's Geographic Names Information Server 
(GNIS at Internet '>He http://geonarn~s.lIsgs.gov/ 

index.htm!.) for localities in the United States, 
the Geographical Names Board of Canada's 
name server (hHp://gcollame..,.nrcan.gc.ca) for 
,ires in Canada, and the United States National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency's GEOnet Names 
Server (http://164.214.'2.59/gn~/html/indcx.htm]) 

CO!' all other COlllllrie.". J<.ecord<, were c'ategoriled 
by species and mnpped for bOlh male and female 
bals using a geographic information sysrcrn 
(GIS-ARCIINFO 8.1. ArcView 8.1, EnVIron­

mental System'> Research Institute, Redlands, 
California). Records \,>,ith no specific locality in­
formation were mapped in the center of the state 
or county frolll which they came. Records for 
"ih.ICI1 there \>'erc no a.ssociated date or sex, data 
were not mapped. All maps are presented in 
Lam oert-,u.i Illutha] projeCli on (cen ter hni tude 
45", Ct'i1t~r longiwde - I 10"1. There is u broad 
area or' potential syrnpatry hetwe~n L. horea!i.l' 
and L h!o.nevillii in western Texas. New Mex­
lCD, and MeXICO (Genoways and Baker 1988; 
Ramirez-Pulitlo and Castro-Campdlo 1994; Val­
dez et al. 1999). Because I have not examined 
specimcns from areas of pmcmial syrnparry, 
identifications from these regions ';IwlIld be 
treated cautjously. Only daw from ~ourl'CS as­
sociated with mUseum voucher specimens were 
included in this analysis. Multiple individuals 
wcre collected from many or the localltie~ 

,boWl! in Figs. I -·3. Therefore. areas of relative­
ly high record density 1'01' each month and ,e)., 
",:ere cOl'nputed and mapped uSing Lhe density 
analySIS functIon of ArcView Spa[)al Analyse 

sofrwur~ (Environmental Systems Reseal eh IIl­
,tilUte). Areas of relativdy high density were de­
lith~atcd by raking the range of available density 
vaillCS for each month and sex, classifying that 
range of va.lllc.s into 4 equal-imcrva) categoric" 
and then plotting the extent of ehe highe;;.t-vaJlIc 
category. These density areas arc reiaLi ve to the 
number of recol-d~ 'lvailahle ror a given sex each 
month and are n01 comparable among months or 
belv,,·ee.n s~:~e". Becaus~ the focus of Lhis article 
is 1lI0vemenl of tree ba1s in North Ameril'a, N~­
arctic seasons art' implied: spling (.\.1ilrch-May); 
suml1lt>r (June-August): autumn (Seplemher­
l'\(lvember); winter (December-February). 

RF.SULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Data were acquired from 127 mammal 
collections (Appendix I) throughout North 

and SOUdl America. Records for which 
lh~re were adequate locality and sex data 
(Figs. 1-3) are as follows: L. cine.reus (n ~ 

3,217)~ L. blossel'illii (n = 935); L. borealis 
(n. = 4·,778); L. nouivagans (11 ~ 1,627). 
Although museum records otfer a conve­
nieM and previously undenlsed means of 
mapping the seawnal distribUlions of bati., 
interpretarion of these data should be treat­
ed cauLiously. Museum records indicate 
presence only; absence of records from an 
area does not necessarily mean thal bats do 
not occur there. Biases associated with var­
iable collection techniques (e.g., shooting 
or hand capture versus netting) and varia­
uon in seasonal activity leveli. of both bats 
and biologist~ must <lisa be considered, For 
example, many of rhe6e bats are likely ca­
pable of torpor or hibernation (Genond 
1993; Kunz 1982), and som~ of the north­
ward progression of records during spring 
may simply incticate previously donnant ill­
d ivicluals becoming active with the north­
ward progression of warm tempaatures 
(Baker 1978). Other potential biases to 

these data likely include underrepresenta­
tion of records from seasons during which 
biologists are nOl conducting fietdwork or 
Jack of records from areas where specimen 
collection is not commonly practiced. In ad­
diLion, the age and reproductive condition 
of bats may also affect likelihood of en­
COUnler (e.g" pregnant females and juve­
niles may be more likely to be captured). 
Despite these inherent biases of museum re­
cords, mher trends in the data, such as the 
summer disappearance of records from win­
tering areas or disappearance or only I sex 
from an area, probably indicate actual 
movement patt~rns. Regardless of pot.ential 
biases, musenm records are abundant, ver­
itiable, and relatively traceable since the ad­
veil{ of GIS technology. Consolidation and 
analysis of ,',tlch data present a coarse yet 
undenl.'ed means of smclying. bat distrihu­
tion. 

La,riuru.\' c;lIereus.-Hoary bat" range 
throughout dle Americas fro111 northern 
Canada south to Argentina and Chile (l-Iall 
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FI(;. 1.-i'l·10nLhly distribullon 01' hoary baL~ (La,nurus cinercl./.\') 111 North Amenca, occurrences 
ba;,ed Oil museum reL'ords~ dOSed cirl'les = males, open circles == l'emale5, Halched art~a;, represenl 
regions with the highesl number or occurrences per unit area; horizontal hatchmg == <Jreas of high 
rnnJe density, vertical hatching = areas of high retnale density, See "Materials and Methods" seclllHl 
Cor de:;criptioll or density calculation, 
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FIG. 2.-I\,'fnrnhly disu'ibmion of red ba~ IT.asiurus borealis and l.-llsiurus bh'ssevilliil in North 
America. occt1l'rcnce~ bascd on museum records; closed clrclcs -=- male L. borealis. opel1 cjrclc~ ~ 

female L. horeolis, closed Il'iallgle~ "" male L. blosst'villii, open (TiangJes ~ female D blosst'villil. 
H,ltch ing as in Fig. I. See lex l 1'01' descriplion of den~ilY calculalion. 
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FIG. .l.--rvlomhJy di~ll'iburiol1 or silver-haired baL\, If..asiolty('tt'ri.~ nr)(,livagans) in NOl"lh America, 
occunence~ based on museUlll Iecord~. Symbols and hmchlng as in Fig. J. See text for description 
of density calclllation. 
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1981, S11l1rnp and Shtlmp 1982b) During 
wimer. they are found :H scattered localities 
throughout Nonh America. indncting eastern 
regions of the United States, California (Fin­
dley and Jones 1964). and Mexico (Palaeo 
el a.!. 1992; Watkins et al. 1972). Records 
from winter in the eastern half of U1C con­
tinent ll1 = 48) are widely dispersed, \vhere­
as records during this "eason from California 
(n = 71) and Mexico (n = 47: Fig. 1) arc 
more concemratcd. Before confirmation that 
L. Cln(:I'f'US occuned in Mexico dllTing win­
ter, Findley and Jones (1964:470) suspected 
that "an extensive undetected wintering pop­
ulation of hoary bats exists south of the 
United States." However, the imparlance of 
Mexico and points f<u-th~r wuth as wintering 
areas for L. c.inen,:,us remain!> undetermined. 
Although records ::,how UUlI overwimering 
occurs in fvlexico. available eviclence does 
not indicate that both sexes frequent Mexico 
during winter. Records of male L. cinereus 
dtlJing winter (11 = 43) outnumber those of 
females (n = 4) in Mexico, whereas sex ra­
tlOS in California during winter are more 
even (n = 38 males, 33 females). California 
wa,~ also the only stale in the Uniled States 
ii'om which ulcre were more than 3 records 
of both male and female L. cinereus during 
WImer. 

During spring, L. cinereus has been cap­
tured in concentrated groups (>20 per 
night) in southern California (Vaughan 
1953), Al1zona (Mumford 19(3), and New 
J\:lexico (Findley and Jones 1964). suggest­
ing migratory movements (llrough the:-.e ar­
eas. Although such concencra(iom may rep­
re.<;enL migratory "waves" moving LOward 
their summer quarters, the origins of thes.: 
migrants are unclear. A paucity of records 
of females from Mexico during winter and 
:,;pring does not support the comention that 
all these spring migrants are coming from 
Mexico. It seems more likely thal some L. 
Cill ere u.s. particularly females, observed in 
southwesLern United St:ates during spring 
are migrants moving ea~t from wintering 
gronnds in California. Given 'lvailable data, 
tIllS i" the most parsimonious explanaLion 

for the lack of records of females from Pa­
cific coastal regions during spri ng and sum­
mer (Dalquest 1943). Whereas record!> 
show that mak L. cine reus disperses north 
from California during ,;pring, there are no 
records of females from regions north of 
California between March and Jnly. Fur­
thermore. there are fewer records of fe­
males from California in summer (11 = 7) 

than during any other season. This apparent 
lack of female L. cinereus in California and 
the Pacific Nonhwest during summer re­
mains a mystery. Although males apparent­
ly move LO higher elevations during SUlll­

mer (Dalquest 1943; Vaughan ancl Krutzsch 
1954L there is 1i ttle evidence thaI females 
give birth and raise young in California (E. 

D. Pierson. pel's. comm.). 
In summer, L. cinereus is found in many 

parts of lhe United States and in the south­
ern half of Canada. although it is relatively 
uncommon during this time eai>t of the Mis­
sissippi River and south of the OhlO River 
(Findley and Jones 1964; Zmn and Baker 
1979: Fig. 1). Reasons for this lack of re­
cords from the southeastern United States 
from the months of June through September 
remain unclear. Distribution of the sexes 
during summer is relatively segregated; 
males occur primarily in mountainous re­
gion" of \-vestern NorUl America, whereas 
females occupy more eastern areas (Findley 
and Jones 1964: Fig. 1). However, adults of 
both sexes occur during summer in the 
Black HiIJs and surrounding areas of the 
Great Plains (Bogan and Cryan 2000; Cza­
plewski et al. 1979; Jones eL al. 1973; 
Sparks and Choate 2000; Turner 1974). 
Parturition in L. cine reus generaIJy ranges 
ii'om mid May to early July (Shump and 
Shnmp 1982b), and scattered records of 
males in more eastern areas during summer 
may represent young-of-year (Findley and 
Jone" 1964). However, presence of adult 
males in eastern parts of the range during 
summer is likely. 

Distribmion of records indicates coast­
ward movement during late summer, al­
though lllovement toward the Pacific Coast 
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i!'> more pronounced than movemcnl toward 
the Atlantic Coast. Records of females 
along the northel'll Pacific Coast during Au­
gust suggest their anival from poims east 
and north. Both sexes of L. cinereus occur 
on the Farallon I!'>lands off the coaM of Cal­
ifornia during autumn (Tenaza t9(6), and 
co]mbtory activity ha::. heen observed there 
(P Pyle, pen. comm.). Il remains to be de­
[ermined where female L. cinel'€us migrm­
ing down the Pacitlc Coast in autumn spend 
spring anel "ummer. Given the paten tial for 
the Rocky Mountains to serve a::. a barrier 
to dispersal. some female L. cinerells may 
remfl1 to California by circumnavigating the 
Rocky Mouutaius to the north. Such a mi­
grmion pmtern would help to explain the 
lack of c1i"ti net autumn migratory W8ves in 
area~ of "outhwestern United Slales thar ex­
perience spring migrants in larger numbers 
,Findley and Jon~s 1964). 

The museum records do nO[ poim to ma­
jor movemem by L. cinereus between North 
and South America. Lack of records from 
Central America, despite the relatively fre­
quem detection or L. b/O.l'sevi/lii in the re­
g)on (Fig. 2), does not support the idea that 
migrants move through that area. Further­
11l0h\ therL' i .., Ii ttk compelling evidence 
[bat I)lIg.ratory groups maY.: into and out of 
th,~ soutbeas,ern United State::. from the Ca­
ribbean. Although evidence exists ot'migra­
tory movement through Florida during 
spring, reL'orcis are hmited and few female~ 

were involved (Zinn and Baker 1979). The 
level of genetic divergence (3.5%) found 
betwe.en L. c. cine reus from North Americcl 
and L. c. vil/osissimus from South America 
(Morale" an(I Bickllarn 1995) suggests Ii m­
iled exchange between contll1ents and war­
rail(, further re.~earch concerning the spe­
Cit1L' statU" or these groups (Bradley and 
Baker ?,OO l). 

Lasiurus /;orealis.-Easlern red bats oc­
cur throughout much of eastern North 
America, generally east of the Continental 
Divide from southern Canada somh to 
northeastern Mexico (Baker et a1. 1988; 
Hall 1981: Ramirez-Pulido and Castro-

Campillo 1994). During winter. L. horealis 
occurs tbroughom the southeaslem Unit.ed 
States and northeastern Mexico. but con­
centrations are highest in coastal Atlantic 
anel Gulf oJ Mexico regions (Fig. 2). As 
poimed out by previous amhors (Davis and 
Lidicker 1956; LaVal and LaVal 1979: 
Padgett and Rose 1991), males lend (0 be 
more common in northern areas dllling 
winter, whereas concemrations of females 
generally occur in more southern areas (Fig. 
2). 

Duling spring and summer, the range of 
L. borealis expands into the Great Lakes 
and the Great Plains regions (Baker 1978: 
Whitaker and Hamilton 1998). followed by 
further expansion to the north ancl west dur­
ing summer (Fig. 2). Unlike L. <:inereus. 
there are no dear (utfercl1ccs in the Jistri­
bmion of male and female L. borealis at the 
continental ,scale during spring and summer. 
Skewed sex ratio" observed in local sLUdies 
during the walmer months (Czaplewski c[ 
a1. L979; Ford et a1. 2002; Jones et a1. 1967: 
Kunz 197 1) probably are the result of dif­
ferential distributjon at i>maller scales. 

After apparent expansion onto the north­
ern Great Plains by some L. borealis during 
Augus[, movement::. dllring autumn arc ori­
ented toward the east and >.Quih (Fig. 2). 
Relatively high densilie" of L. horel11is after 
June along the Atlantic Coast, north or New 
York City, may indicate shoreline migration 
during autumn. The high proportion of 
male records dllling late autumn in northern 
regions previously occupied by both sexe" 
again suggests that some males may not mi­
grate as far somh as females during amumn. 
Although L. horeolis disperses as far ,"vest 
a" the Great Plains. the majority or records 
occur within more mesic C>90 cm of rain 
per year-Baldwin 1968) eastern areas, 
Arid regions of lile western Cnited Stmes 
may limit disper;,al of L. !Jorealis from the 
east and possibly serve a.s a reproductive 
balTier between eastern and we.<,tem species 
of red bats. 

Lasiuru,\ h!ossevillii.-Western red bats 
regularly occur in California, Arizona, New 
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r"Tcxico, and throughom western and central 
Mexico to Somh America (Baker et al. 
1988: Hall 1981; Ramirez-Pulido and Cas­
tro-Campillo 1994). Much of our under­
~tanding ot" L. b!ossel'iflii comes hom stud­
ie~ in Ccdifornia, where it apparently resides 
year-ronnd (Constantine 1959). Both sexe~ 

a.rc togetber al 10'vver e1evation.~ in Califor­
nia during winter (Grinnell 1918; OIT 1950) 
but segregate during spring "nu ~llmmer: 

femalei> remain in lowland area~, whereas 
male~ apparently move to higher elevations 
(Grinnell 1918; Shump and Shump 1982a). 
L bfossevif!ii also winters in central Mex­
ICO (Fig. 2), but lhe lack of records from 
aT~'as belw<:en California and Mexico 
makes it diHiculL [0 determine whether 
dlc"e wintering groups represent a contin­
uous wimer range or disjunct populatiom. 

Fcmale L blossevillii gives birm and 
raises young in California and parts of 
southwestern New Mexico (Constanti ne 
1959; Findley et a!. L975). Accumulation of 
rccords in ~outheaslern Arizona anu south­
western New Mexico during »pring indi­
cate::, movernem in[O the region ii'om else­
where, most likely southern areas (Fig. 2). 
It appears as thongh Californian popUla­
tions clo not disperse out of the state during 
the year, and they may be resident there 
year-round, as suggested by Con~tantine 

(1959), Given the diMribution of available 
records during sununer, it is difticult to de­
termine whe{her Californian breeuing pop­
ulations arc con tinuous wi tll population:> to 
the south and east. 

lvlmaks and Bickham (1995) recom­
mended that populations of L. hlcHsevilfii in 
North and Central America should bc as­
<;igned to the subspecies L b. fran/~ii. 

Based on this assignment, it \vould be ex­
pected that interchange occurs between Cal­
ifornia anu other areas of southwestern 
Cnited States and west-central Mexico. 
However, analysis by Morales <lUU Bickham 
(J 995) did not include specimens from Cal­
ifornja or anywhere else in the United 
States, and given the apparently limited 
movement of populations out of California, 

judgment concerning subspecific status of 
bats in California should be reserved until 
funher study. Unlike any odler species of 
LasillTus studied, lhere are numerous (n ~ 

39) records of L. blossevillii from countries 
in Central America. Although the close 
proximity or L. b. ./i'wr1z.{/ to South America 
ll1ake~ movement onlO that continent from 
the north ~eem likely, genetic smdies pro­
vide e\'idence (0 the contrary. A relatively 
high level of genetic divergence (5.4%) be­
tween L. b. frontzii from N011h and Central 
America and L. b. blossevillii from South 
Amelica provide.~ evidence that these may 
be separate species (Bradley and Baker 
2001: Morales and Bickham J995). Addi­
tional genetic comparisons among popula­
tion~ of L. hlossel'illii throughout its range, 
inclnding California, may help clarify mi­
gratory movements by establishing levcls 
of genetic excbange between populations. 

Lasionycteri.l· noc! ivagan.y.-Silver­

haired bats range from soume.astern Alaska 
and much of Canadll south to central Cali­
fornia, northern JVlexico, and east through 
Georgia (Hall 1981; Y"te::; el a!. 1976). L. 
nocril'0Rans wimers in the Paei lie Nordl­
west. in ~cattered a.reas of the sOllmwestern 
United States, and at middle latitudes of the 
eastern United Srales, approximately south 
of Michigan and east of tile Mississippi 
River (lzor 1979; Nagorsen et a1. 1993; 
Szewczak et al. 1998; Tyler anu Payne 
1982; Fig. 3). There are occasional repons 
of L. nocfiwlgons hibernating in caves. 
lIlines, and trees (Beer 1956; Cowan 1933; 
Go,~ling 1977; Nagorsen et a1. 1993 l. Ap­
pearance of both sexes in soudlwe~tcrn 

United States in early spring indicate~ eidler 
arOll.~al of previously dormam bats that 
wi nter in these regions or an'ival of bats 
from other wintering grounds. However, 
captures from sonmern New Mexico revcal 
mar both sexes are resident in that area dur­
ing winter (W. Gannon, pers. comm.). With 
the progression of spring, it appears that 
populations of L. f/octi vaKans from eastern 
parts of me range disperse east and north 
from wintering areas, whereas movement in 



588 JOe-RNAL OP MAMMAl-Oey Vol. 84, No.2 

western parts of the range is northward. Re­
cords generally support earlier observations 
that. at least in ea<;tern populations, males 
slay behind on some parts of the wintering 
range as females move north from southern 
wintering gronnds (Whitaker and Hamilton 
1998). As with L. einereLl.\', there an.: strik­
jngly few records of L. nOC1iIJagans from 
the southeastern United Slates during spring 
and summer. Females begin moving south 
into areas occupied by males during late 
summer and early amumn, when the distli­
bminns of the sexes tend Lo overlap. As au­
Hlmn progresses, the ranges of both sexes 
generally shift south. Appearance of re­
cords along northern parts of the Atlantic 
Coast dnring autumn shows that some L. 
nouivogan.1 may migrate along coastlines. 

One region consisteutly 110[ed for rela­
rjvely eveu sex ratios of L. noctivClf;ans 

year-round is British Columbia. suggesting 
thm migration does nO[ occur in that area 
(Cowan 1933; Nagorsen et al. 1993; 
Schowalter et al. 1978). Given the distri­
bmion of rccords of L. noc/ivugans (Fig. 3), 
the possibility exisL-; that populations of L. 
noetivagans in the Paci(-ic Northwest and 
along the Pacific Coast are somewhat iso­
hlled fmm populations in more eastern re­
gion.~. Circumstantial evidence in >.upport 
of limited interchange between western and 
eastern populations includes disjunct distri­
bmion:-. of bedbug species (Cimex-Kunz 
1982; Usinger 1966) and the presence of an 
endemic fiea (Eptescops)'llo vallcouveren­
.~is) on L. nouivag(lns in Bridsh Columbia 
(Jackson 1961). Further research into the 
relationships between western and eastern 
groups of L. noctiHrRans may facilitate in­
Lerpretation of seasonal movements. 

Overv/(n"".-Borh L. lLOctil'ugan.\· ancl L. 
cinerelts cxhibited differing disrributions of 
the sexes on a continental scale during sum­
mer, but distributions of male and female L. 
b/ossevilfii and L. !Jorealis in summer ap­
parently differ at smaller scales (Ford et al. 
2002: Grinnell 1918). Reasons [or different 
di.~tribuLions of the sexes in bats are unclear 
bm may involve lim.iting competition for 

resonrces (Yalden and Mon-is 1975), differ­
ing energy or thermoregulatory needs (Bar­
elay 1991; Thomas 1988), and perhaps <ld­
ditiona} reproductive and social factors hy­
pothesized to cause f>exual segregation in 
other mammals (Main et al. 1996). Regard­
less of disparate distributions during sum­
mer. both sexes of L. eif/ereLl,S and L. noc­

livag(//,/s apparently come together during 
late sLImmer and early autumn. when cop­
ulation in these species may commence. 
CopUlatory acrivity in L cinereus and L. 
noctivagans likely occurs dUring au [umn 
and winter (Druecker 1972; Kuuz 1982; P. 
Pyle. perf>. COlTI 11 1. : Shump and Shump 
1982b), and delayed fertilization may fore­
stall pregnancy until spring (Bouchard et a!. 
200 I; Racey aud Entwistle 20(0). This rd­
ati ve independence and differential distri­
bution of bat sexes during spring and "um­
mer is a unique and understudied phenom­
enon, with both ecological and management 
implications. 

Among the species studied. it appears 
that distributions ot" females change more 
than those of males. f>uppol1ing earlier 
claimf> thar female bats some(ilTIe~ move 
farther bet\veel1 winter and summer areas 
than males (Baker 1978: Constantine 1967; 
Strelkov 1969)_ Female bacs may need to 
move farther than males in their search for 
adequate conditions to give binh and raise 
young. Reprodtlctive females likely have 
greater energy and nutritional needs than 
other bars, a~ well as more restrictive phys­
iological requirements (Barclay 1989.1991; 
Grinevitch et al. 1995; Kunz 1974: Racey 
and Entwistle :WllO; Thoma;; 1988). In ad­
dition, thermal environments in which 
young bats are rai.sed influence their growth 
rate and potentially their likelihood of sur­
vival (Kunz and Hood 2(00). Thus, strin­
gent habitat requirements may forCe repro­
ductive females to pass up nearer habi tats 
that m£1Y be i>uitable to other b<lts. Absence 
of female L. cine reus and L noctivagans 

from mountainous region" of western North 
America dming summer might reflect thejr 
inability to raise young under the climatic 
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conditions and relatively low productivity 
experienced in these regions. Likewise, it 
rcma.ins to be determined whether abiotic 
(e.g., cLrnatc) or biotic le.g., competition) 
forces are inIluencing the apparem absence 
of L. cinereus and L. !locripagans from 
southeastern United States during the 
wanner momhs. Further research into the 
physiology and energetic needs of these 
spe.:ie.<; may help to explai n such seasonal 
distribution patterns. 

Records mapped for each species in this 
study showed some degree of range expan­
sion duri ng late summer and early alHumn 
V\ugu"t anJ September). This expansion 
may be }Ji:lftially the re'mIt of breeding ac­
liviry or populacion increa!,e after the birili 
of young, or it may also be associated with 
exploratory migration, which has been not­
ed in other bats and vertehrate groups (Bak­
er 1978). \Vith the exception of L. blossev­
ill;i, occnrrence records also show that tree 
bats occur along northern coastlines more 
during autumn than dnring spring, which 
may be associated with (:oa!'tal navigation. 
Stl"eJkov ( 1(69) noted bat!' migracing along 
coastlines in e?!'lern Europe. The combined 
effec[s of coa"tal and exploratory migra­
i ion, as well as increase in popUlation size, 
may accounl for the fact that the majority 
or encounters with apparently migratory 
lrec hats occurred during autumn. 

In the ab.~ence of otllef metllotls, map­
ping museum records is a viable means of 
formulating hypotheses of seasonal di!>lri­
bution ancl movement in bats. Because such 
recorels arc d".~ocjated with cataloged spec­
imens, materials aTe availabk for hypothe­
sis testing using other research techniques, 
such as stable-isotope analysis (Hobson 
1999) anti genetic analysi:-- (McCracken et 
al. 1994). In addition, further research into 
energetics (e.g., flight costs, foraging, ther­
moregulation). behavior (e.g., inter- and in­
lraspecific interactions), and habitat use 
(e.g., roosting needs) of tree bats may help 
lO i I1crease onr understanding of their sea­
sonal rnovernents. 

Museum dal(J are biased, but they pro­

vide a framework on which to refine our 
understanding of migration in bats. It was 
beyond the scope of this project [0 incor­
porar.e occurrence records from published 
and nnpublished sources not associated 
with museum specimens, but fmure etforts 
of this kind would undoubtedly benefit by 
incorporating such data. The imponance oJ 
consolidating such widely scattered occur­
rence records <lnd observations was be!>t 
summarized by one of N0l1h America's ear­
ly naturalists, E. T. Seton (1909: 1176) who 
wrote, "Thus [bats1 are being traced on 
their rome and marked down in their sea­
sonal barnes. Before long the fragrncntary 
observations of many nalllralists PHt togeth­
er will "pell the [ruth and show us that the 
Bats are as migratory as the birds, and 
though long despised, lllay be also as inter­
esting and beaUlifuJ." 

RESU~H:N 

Aunque existe informacion bien estable­
cida sobre los patrone:;; migratorios de Olur­
ci61ago.s norteamericanos de los general; 
LasiurLlS y Lasion,vcteris, los detalles can 
respecto a los movimiento~ estacionales en 
eS!as especie SOil poco ..:onocidos. EI obje­
tiva de esk esmdio es determmar los movi­
miento:;, estacionales de especies en e~to!, 

dos generos trazando .~us registros de OC\1­
nencia mensual en base a los datos exiskll­
te" en museos de historia natural. Los cam­
bios meosuales en la distribul:i6n de estos 
registros son una manera inclirecta de eva­
luar los movil1lientos est,'Kionales de los 
miembros de eslOs dos generos. Durante el 
invierno, la l1layor{a de los registros de La..\'­
iurus citlereus se cOllcenlran en Califofllld 
y Mexico. Durante el verano, la mayor{a L. 
c;nereuJ machos se enCllen [.ran en el Oeste 
lllientra" 1a mayorfa de las hcmbras oculTen 
en el Este. Lasiurus borealis ocurre en el 
slireste de Estados Unidos durante invieruo, 
de donde luego se 11l1leVe a regiones mas 
septentrionales tlurante el verano. Contrario 
a otras regions donde Lasiurus blossevillii 
habita. las coIecciones en California sugi­
eren que eSla cspecie es nn residenle per­
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l11anente del ,::slado. Lasionycle.ris l1(leti\'a­
guns mUestra lam bien un J11ovimlemo de 
cscala continentaL <lunque en esta especie 
,;c pueden difercnciar dos grupos (occiden­
tal y oriental). Las d.isuibucione~ de cada 
especie wgicren que no existcll movimi­
cOlos de largo aJiento entre None y Sud 
America. Los especimenes ck museo son 
6tiles para fcpresentar los pmrones de mo­
vil11j(~nIO estaciooal en lllurciclagos. 
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